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Collective Worship Policy

Seaton Primary School

This policy is informed by and to be read in conjunction with: Devon SACRE Guidance on Collective Worship
2020, Collective Worship in Schools 1994 and Schools Standards and Framework Act 1998.

Proud of who we are


At Seaton Primary we provide an inclusive, child-centered experience. Our ambitious and inspiring
curriculum enables all pupils to succeed; children fulfil their potential and thrive in their next step. We
draw on the richness of our local environment and community to nurture the whole child and create a
sense of belonging. We are proud of who we are and what we achieve together.



































Collective Worship and the Law
In accordance with legal requirements (School Standards and Framework Act 1998) an act of collective worship, taking into account of the age, aptitude and background of the pupils, is provided daily for all pupils except those withdrawn by families.

“The arrangements for the required collective worship may, in respect of each school day, provide for a single act of worship for all pupils or for separate acts of worship for pupils in different age groups or in different school groups.”
The School Standards and Framework Act 1998

“Collective worship in schools should aim to provide the opportunity for pupils to worship God, to consider spiritual and moral issues and to explore their own beliefs; to encourage participation and response, through listening to and joining in the worship offered; and to develop community spirit, promote a common ethos and shared values, and reinforce positive attitudes.”
Collective Worship in Schools 1994

"(T)he majority of acts of worship must be wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian
character.”
Collective Worship in Schools 1994

Within the legal framework the responsibility for arranging collective worship rests with: the headteacher after consultation with the governing body in community schools.

We would ask any families considering withdrawing their child from daily worship to
contact the headteacher to discuss any concerns or anxieties about the policy, provision
and practice of Religious Education. Any children who are withdrawn will be supervised by an adult, however, this may not be their own teacher or TA. Staff may also withdraw from worship.

This policy aligns with Devon SACRE guidance for community schools, ensuring inclusivity for all faiths and none. Our approach focuses on creating opportunities that nurtures pupil wellbeing, personal development and spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. 

Rationale
Seaton Primary School is a multicultural and inclusive school with children from all faiths
and children of no faith. We recognise that in asking our children to worship we have to
consider the background that our children come from. The faith background of both the
staff and the child’s family is respected at all times.

Time to Breathe and Reflect at Seaton Primary School is first and foremost for the educational and spiritual benefit of its pupils. It is a shared activity, which allows a variety of responses. It is an inclusive activity, which builds with the broad dimensions of the curriculum. The creation of atmosphere is assisted by appropriate music, visual foci and symbols or by stepping outside into a more natural setting. Opportunity for reflection and responses, time to breathe, expression of gratitude, appreciation of music, story, drama and art are also used to appeal to the pupils’ imagination. We aim to provide reflective experiences for our pupils and to create rich opportunities for spiritual, moral, social, cultural and personal development.

Organisation
We create opportunities for pausing, appreciation, mindful moments, breath-work and reflection through informal moments and interactions and scheduled “time to breathe and reflect” at a class and whole school level. 

Scheduled sessions happen as a class group or by coming together as a key stage or whole school in the hall. 

	Day
	Time
	Grouping
	Place
	Leadership
	Theme

	Day 1
	End of day
	Class
	Classroom
	Class teacher
	Time to breathe & reflect

Read aloud class book

	Day 2
	End of day
	Class
	Classroom
	Class teacher
	Time to breathe & reflect 

Read aloud class book

	Day 3
	9:05am

	Whole school


	Hall
	Music teacher & SLT
	Altogether reflect & singing assembly 


	Day 4
	End of day
	Class
	Classroom
	Class teacher
	Time to breathe & reflect Read aloud class book

	Day 5
	2:40pm 
	KS1 fortnightly
KS2 fortnightly
	Hall
	SLT

Head Pupils & Prefects
	Values & Celebration assembly

Read aloud class book




Scheduled sessions may include for example: breath-work, mindfulness, mindful drawing or colouring, mindful observation, Headspace meditations, gratitude and appreciation (e.g What are you grateful for today? Who are you grateful for?), self-reflection (e.g. What are you most proud of? In what ways have you shown kindness to others?), listening to and discussing a moral story.

The school also provide children with opportunities to stop, be still, breathe and reflect
through:
- Sensory or movement breaks
- Forest school sessions
- Forest school lunchtime and after school clubs
- Headspace meditations and breathing exercises
- Pastoral sessions
- Nurture room time on offer at lunchtimes
- Reflection on school values and class value boards

In addition, PSHE and Religious Education lessons support the children in
developing spiritual, moral, social and cultural awareness and provide opportunities for
children to reflect on themselves, others and the world around them.

Special assemblies
In addition, we join together as a whole school or in Key Stages to celebrate and explore
key events or celebrations, such as: Black History Month, Anti-bullying, Harvest,
Christmas, Easter, Remembrance, Children in Need, Leavers celebration, productions,
author visits, live virtual author events and other significant national events. 

Visiting practitioners are regularly invited in to support, including NSPCC, local Methodist Church, authors, and external performances or workshops linked to themes e.g. anti-bullying drama workshop.

Music and art as part of our act of worship
Music is played before and after our assemblies to highlight that this is a special time for
us to be together. We use music as part of our act of worship where appropriate to the
theme as we see music as a medium able to evoke deep, intense feelings that are a part
of an individual and theirs alone; memories, emotions of visual images.

The music, instrumental or vocal, may be selected to enhance the atmosphere for worship, stillness and reflection or to inspire thought and talking points in the areas of spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.

This listening time is also used to introduce children to:

Music of a variety of styles, cultures and traditions
A range of composers and famous works
Recognition and appraisal of a range of musical elements

Visitors to school
Where a visitor is leading collective worship they are given clear instructions concerning
age and ability of the pupils, purpose of occasion and appropriate delivery (content and
material used). The school will ensure that checks are made about connections with the
school e.g. parent, charity representative, clergy from another denomination, adviser,
colleague before the day. There will be a sharing of the aims and objectives of the visits
and links made to the overall scheme for Collective worship and school values. The
visitor’s method will be reviewed before another invitation is extended. Staff members will always be present during the visitors assembly or worship time.

Policy reviewed: November 2025
Policy ratified by governors: November 2025
Policy to be reviewed: bi-annually
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